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SUB J : CURRENT PRICE FOR TUNISIAN CRUDE 

REF: TUNIS 3125 

1. ACCORDING TUNISIAN OFFICIAL CONCERNED WITH PETROLEUM 
MATTERS, TUNISIA HAS CONCLUDED CONTRACTS TO SELL ITS 
AVAILABLE CRUDE FOR THE ENTIRE SECOND HALF OF 1975 AT 
$1 1.55/BARREL. HE INDICATED MOST OF CRUDE IS TO 
"AMERICAN COMPANY", BUT IT IS BELIEVED THIS MIGHT WELL 
REFER TO BRAZILIAN COMPANY PETROBRAS AS WELL AS TO US 
COMPANY. HE INDICATED THAT TUNISIA HAD BEEN ABLE TO 
DISPOSE OF MOST AVAILABLE CRUDE FOR FIRST HALF OF 1975 
AT $1 1.75/BARREL AND SAID THAT SHORTFALL IN DELIVERIES 
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UNAVAILABILITY OF CRUDE TO MEET CONTRACTED LIFTINGS. 

HE ATTRIBUTED THIS TO "TECHNICAL MISTAKES" BY JUNIOR 
STAFF IN NATIONAL OIL COMPANY ETAP. WHICH HAD OVER- 
ESTIMATED PROBABLE PRODUCTION FROM EL BORMA FIELD, AND 
TO DIFFICULTIES IN SCHEDULING TANKER MOVEMENTS WHEN 
REQUIRED FOR RELATIVELY SMALL QUANTITIES OF TUNISIAN 
CRUDE. (ETAP IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SALE ON INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET OF DISPOSABLE CRUDE FROM EL BORMA FIELD, PRODUCED 
IN JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN ITALIAN COMPANY AGIP/ENI AND 
GOT.) 

2. SOURCE AGREED WITH EMBOFF THAT TUNISIAN PRICE OF 
$1 1.55/BARREL PROBABLY HIGHER THAN PRICE RECEIVED BY 
BOTH LIBYA AND ALGERIA BUT SAID LIBYAN AND ALGERIAN 
PRICES HARD TO DETERMINE BECAUSE OF CURRENT SELLING 
PRACTICES BY THESE TWO COUNTRIES. HE ADMITTED HAVING 
LITTLE INFORMATION ON LIBYAN CRUDE PRICES BUT SAID THAT 
ALGERIAN PRICE WAS PROBABLY CLOSE TO EQUIVALENT OF 
$11. 25/BARREL. 
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